BECOLLECTIONS  OF A PLAYEK
they objected; "but I became infatuated with the idea. I had a sympathizing landlady, who looked upon the theater as a pit of iniquity, aud in order, as she said, to redeem me, did her utmost to try to obtain for me my heart's desire, to ship on board some vessel. She wandered with me from, shipping-office to shipping-office, and took me on board all sorts of craft, interviewing captains and mates, but all to no purpose ; and despite her explanation that I was the son of a "play-actor," and that she was trying to get me out of "sic a disreputable calling," she could not succeed in gaining for me the opportunity to become a "jolly Jack Tar.'7 Her last application settled the business, and she vowed she would have nothing more to do with it. After much exertion, climbing over two vessels to reach a third that lay alongside, we succeeded in obtaining an interview with the captain. She began with him as she had done with the others. "Here," said she, "is a poor laddie who is the son of a play-actor, and he very properly objects to following his father's wicked 25                                the newspapers would often refer to us as
